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FOlim^lolri)

The follow1ng is th"e transcript of rrn orn-l l:il;tcr"y interviev reeo-nierl. r;,n

magnetle tape. Slnr:* only rni,nor emendatlons trave het:n n:n:lo, the reade::

shculd. consletent)-y bear ln mlmi that he ls r"erxllng a t::anseript of the

spoken rather than the vrltten word" Additlonaily, no attetnpt to elnfiirn

+;he hlstorLcal accuracy of the statements has been mar.le. As a result, the

transerlpt reflecis the intervleweer6 personaL r:ecolieetJ"ons of a situatlon

as he remembereo lt at the ttme of tire lnterrrlev.

Edltorlal notes anci additlons marle by CAP hlstorians are enclosed ln

brackets. ff feasl.ble, flrst n&rrnes, ranks, or titles &r:e al-so provlded"

Any addltlons, d.eletions and changes subseqriently nade to the tre.nscrlpt by

the intervlewee nre not ind.lcat*d. ,\esenrchers may'wish to listen to thlr

actual interylev tane prlor to cttlng the transcrlpt.



KNOW ALL I"IEN BY THESE PMSENTS:

in an oral-magnetlc-taped interview with

coverlng my beet recollections of events

historical slgntflcance to the Ctvil Air

this day partlc

and experiences which may be of

Patrol.

rhar r, {/l.tlryl< 1,:l:A'': 
-,

L understand that the tape(s) and the transcribed manuscrlpt resultlng

thetefrom w111 be aecesgloned lnto the Civll Air Patrolrs Historlal Holdings.

In the best ,.aterest of the Civll Alr PatroJ-, I do hereby voluntaril.y glv,a,

transfer, eonvey, and asslgn aLL right, titLe, and interest in. tt. ,"rofJ"
:

and remembrances contained ,ln the aforementloned uagnetic tapes and manuseript

to the Ctvtl Atr Patrol, to have and to hold the same forever, hereby relin-

quishing fot tnyselfr mY executorsn administrators, heirs, and assigns all

ownershlp, tx.ght , tltl-e, and interest therein to the donee expressl"y on the

condLtLon of strict observance of the followlng restrlctions:

Accepted on behalf of the ClviL Air cw



SLII'fl\'IAI{Y OI CONTEXIIS

In this ora-L his'Lory interviev, Captain Fra.nk S. Myers" still ari actj.ve

member of Civil -l"it' Patrol-, tells us of his e>lpericncesvltik: sta+"ionecl at

Coastal Patrol Bnse No. 12 and Soul,hern Liaison Patrol Base No. 2.

Captain Myer-s t;ahes us back to t,he epoch of World War If , a.r.iakening many

memories, al-I 1,he vhile apprisinpl us of the happenings of cially life at

Civil Air Patn>f Bases. llis f'Iight lo5;, duri.ng; his active ciuty September

19.l+2 through October I![[, makes f'ascinating reading o.no his spoken worus

interesting lis;tening.



GUIIE TO CONT]I}MS
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CAP ORAL HISTOI1Y ]I{TEIiVIETTJ

l{umbe:: rrllVtlc 2. 83 -t 9
Taped Interviev With: Captain lrank S' M;'ers

Daie of Intervj-ew: rB ;urY r9B3
Location: Portland, Oregon

concluctecL by: cn-tain Hellenmerie walher, cl\P

ll. .Good rnorning, I't1 . Ivfyers. You are f'rank S' Myers?

F . That' s right, NI-Y-E-R-S .

1^1 . , What,wan your vocatir:n or: your professiou prior to Civll Alr

Patrol ?

1l . f was a buyer at Montgomery We.rtl mail onier hor-tse in Po,':tlancl , Oregon.

W. ltrhen . di<1 you first join the CAP ?

f. I'd have to look the reeords over, but my serial- number in the state of

Oregon is p-2-10, so I think it wrs the first nlght tlrat Lhe r:pportunity vas

availablerwhich was or-i1 at Dar,.idson Baklng Company on Unicn Avenue or r/ancou

ver Avenue, Portlanri.

W. Wasn't that in Novembel of '\l?

f'. If You say sc, I believe it.

t



W.

F.

I believe T have your name

vhite LaGuardl"a vers still-.

on tirat .List.

. .viien you were

f know it vas bcfore...it was

sti] -L the. . .

I guess there's no point in rehashing that because that woulcl be a matter of

reconi--vhen it was ()rganizeo in Oregon.

IiJ. Were you invo].,rerl in any of 'Lhr: acLi.ve ciuty assir{nments?

I'. Yes. I served tvo active duty assignments. Irirst r+as the Coastal Patrc1

base at Brovns;ville, Texas. CAP Coastal Patrol- Base No. L2. OriginalJ-y at

Brownsville. My orriers to go to Brownsvlll,e were cut by Harry Coffey. I

uent to Brownsville and flew on Coastal Patrol there with the rank of First

Lieutenant nnd became the Training Officer of the base. When the base fold

ed, I was a.bl-e to play an inte.r'esting part in the transitir:n to the Navy

taklng it ove.r'as a blimp base, and I might be able tr: r'efer to that later

in these talks. Af'ter that, I vas transferred to the Southern Llaison Patrol

ciuty vhere I f'Iew slx months, nominally based at EI Paso at Biggs Field,

although ve f-Lew from Douglas, Arlzona elear to Brownsvi1le, right over the

border. That was also an interesting service. When tha,t vas abandoneri,

some of the personnel- vere t::ansferrecl to target towing bases. I think HoIt

Warrens and Alice l.,larrens were b:'ansferred ano "Sr:apy" Wad.e Rovse anci. sev-

eral others from that base, but I uas discharged and spent six months as a

Journeynan mechanlc a'b the Port,-l-and Air Force Base. At the end of that time

I voluntr:ere<i for service in the Nary., where I spent two years. My active

ciuty overseas work in the N:rvy as storekeeper technician-- vas on Guam, and

I vas ultimately dischargerl frcrn thau Iebruary second in 1!l+i5.

L,bt's go bac}.. to t,he fir:st base, at Brovnsvllle. What type of equlpment dld

you usc?

i^l.
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!t. HeIJ-, the alrcraft used e,t Brounsrd1le, I fer:'ied a Waco U{C I bei-lve 1l vas

6nd I ean supply you wlth. records*- photocoples of' my logbocks. Tl:at atr-

filane I plcked up a'b lewlston/Clarkston Ieralstor:, Ictahc anci vlth Howanl Haag

f,rom Portland as my observer, ve flerrr--ci"elir,'erci1 tliat a.i-rp1.ane, tha.t was a

Contlnental 2iO por.ier cebin bi-pIane. We fle',u that 'br: Brownsvil.le. An'l I

:"emember fln<ilng Rrownsvllle a1; the end of that Jou'."ney. Ti:ere vas a I of of

wlnd" at Brownsville . itts prctty close tr: tfre GuIf artti is charaeter'lstlcaly

a pretty strrbng c;n-shore vlnrl from about 130-13) tlegrees. Thin ls about lO-

i+! degrees off the princlpal mnway, so lt poseti a p:'oblem fc:: some of the

pllots. Anrl thls Waco vas later alleged" to i-rave irad groundlooplng, charact-

ertLstlcs. Horyever, I vao Iu-cky enough to hnve never groundlooped 1t. But

f reeall that we contacted. the Coastal Patro1 Base as llell as the Tor.rer

before landing, wtth our rathe:'antiquetecl rad"io, and f'lf dlscuss the radlo

tbqulpment later. $o they knew we ver:e arrlvlng, and as vas r:uofonory vlie;i a

new aLrplane vas going to a.rrlve on base, the personnel r.lould stan<i around

or leave the ready room, and" llne up unbeitnounst t,o the nev, lnccrning pllot

to vatch r,rhat was going to ha"ppen. Ilarry Coffey ira.ppen*d to be r:n the base

vhen I arrlved. f recall that'bhere vas a discussion. It vas one of the

fev ti.mes I ever got a compllment fr"om a higher ranking offlcer. fiarry was

good enough to say that that eross-vtnd harl layed. l-ow a bunch of people.

They harl problems vtth lt earller in the day, but lt riJ.<in't seem to bo-i.her

ue, I harl brought tt ln ano made a satlsfaclory 1and,in6. I lras very pleased

llar.ry was a good frlend all thrcugh rny CAP actlve d.uty riayr. I macte a ecruple

of trlps to Oregon tr: ferry other atrreraft back to base and flev wlth He,r:;'y

ln hls olrn stagg*r lrlng Seech n ccuple of tlmes to Oregon. Do you lrave any-

thlng speciflc? I notice on your prompt list, here, the type of eoutpment

and. I d.ld" mentlon raiLi.bs. I'd. l"lke to merition that on tire radlo at C.a.P C

Coastal Fatrol Base 12, ve had a rarlLoman Ler: Herschaut, who helrl uecn em-

plo;yed by Ben McGlashen, the base Conunancler, and Ben harl ope::r:tc?C a comm-

t



erclal racllo statlon in the Los Angleri area. l,eo hari becn one of ttis teeh-

nitions. Leo 1,ras a young, single felIov, very goo<i ai; clobbering up make-

shift raclio eqiiiprnent anci scror:ngingl parts to keep the base transmitter

operating snr,l i:.lso rqoukl vork on tire indlvii1ua.I transceivers used in the

aircraft. They rea}ly rliri a remarkabl-e job vlth the equlpment then avail-

able. Leo vas rvell lihed. Iie had a litt1e tLachchund <1o61. I ha.ve some

pictures of them tirat maybe I coulcr srrpply you witir. T forgot the name of

the ciog, but, the <1 og voulci malie love to all strangers, ma-l-e or female,

vhen meeting them. A very frienuly, overly frieri-1y, llttle ciog. Back to

the radlo equipment...each aircraft hari crifferent radio equipment, Cornmonly

these tr'airchilcl 2it's anu Stinson IO-A's anci lrJaco Cabins would have a fairly o

11orxt aircraft t'actio for the limes, considering that they were pre-war, pr"-

war: of War II., privat,e aircrallL. In some cases, l,iiey vere tlte prlde ana ioy

ar.nci the apple of the eye of the owner. The owner vould have put ln pretty

gocxl rad.io equiprnent, br"rt, bear in rnind, wo'r'e talkinl,; about longi wa.ve radio

commrrnica'bion ilnd the type r-rf cross country equipment. This was before the

days of the omni-range and the r.remancls on racl io equipment vere not very hi-gh

at tirattj.me. Just aircraft to tovel or to picir up the A i,inci N to fly the

beam, which vaE; vel-I amplifiecl ...didn't requlre very much in the Iine of

rarl j-o equipmenl,.IICA or Setchell Carlson or vhat,ever make of radlo ve h,.rd

hari to s;tretch its operating pover tr: the utmost to be of va1.ue to Coastal

Patrol . This lras obtalnecr by....i'm not il ladioman, so f can't say hov they

did it., bilt consiuering i-hat our transmitters onl,y put, out about one lratt

an<] rr'e r,re able to work them fr"om the base stati.on up to riistances as far: l0O

to l2l miles over vater, it was an r:utstanding job. This was achieved by

tuning the antenaes vith a Luninil light or a meter. They vould r"eel out a

copper antenae vith a }eacl vr:ight for a fishing sinker t.: tlie requireu length

of a lOO feet or more anri this r+ould be, of course, trailect f'rom the aircraft

It, uas r;uite commonplace for the pi.Lots to come in and fall to,.roll up their

l+
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anteneee, so there vere lots of l"earl slnkers }eft on t,he runway all the time

Nov from Brovnsvtlle, clur flight pattern for e search vould be eond.ucted...

ve would usually have one alrcraft teamed wlth anuther so that there vouki

be tvo contlnuously durlng aJ-l day116ht hours every riay ln the week. We

mlght leave rea}ly early to plck up e tanker, usua)-l.y a tanker, or a freigh-

ter that was approachlng our area of lnterest, usual--Ly f::om the south. They

mlght come in frorn Tamplco or some port sr:uLh of Brownsville, llhen they

voul-d hlt US vaters, by daylight o:'shortly thereafter, lle miE;ht be reques-

ted tr: fly a circular patrol arcund that shlp, unti.1 at the enct of our

mlssl"r:n, whlch vas usually a four-hour maxluum gas capaclty. . .vas aII ve

eould handl-e...so ve mlght be out there tvo and a half hours clrcling the

shlplf that r,las our misslon...to guard a eertatn ship and then ve vould, of

cour,e,e, rad.io. l{e r,lere not requested to maintain radio stlenee, as I recall

et any partleular tlme. We vould" caleul.ate our posltlon by uead. reckonlng

anrl ve got eomparatlvely good at that, so thet although ua were out cf sight

of J.and much of the ttme...wlth a l.ow coast,line, three er four miles r:ut

r.roultl be about as far as you cr:uld see the ccastline anrl , of course, vltlr

the waather bari much of the time, whX we voulcj stay north of the Brovnsvllle

beam so ve knev vhat quadrant we vere ln and. pf course, if we got lrst, whSr

ve cculd alvays trer:d for the beach. The::e verc: tlnes when the pllots heci

to land on the bea.ch, vhlch 1s now Padre fslanri enel iieyeloped.. At t}ret time

it vas a l,one1y, remote stretch of sand., We vou}l t'ly our patrols around a

planned tanker, usuelly staying maybe three miles ahearl of 1t, and. then

gt:ing along slde, c1rc11n6 it, end going back *ut again. }Je mlght buzz tlie

ship anct lt seemed as thougit the erewmen woulci alvays r"rave j.n a very frtend-

ly fashlon. They llked to think there was sornebody looi,,lng cut there for

any subs that mlght shov. AJ-oo, we vere orrle:.r:d t,:r of cour.se, report any-

thlng of lntereet that ve saw flontlng. It r:d-gtit be rafts, lt mlght be

p{q,cen of rlovned alreraft, or rihlps, orl'Ir'och&€te, or often it was huge sea
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turtles, or other sun f ish, anci sr> {'r:r't h. The ur;ual 1-:atrol vas not accomp-

anying a ship, but vas simply exploring empty space out there, looking for

these kinds of iterns or anyl,hing at all- that r^re coultl see. Tiie average

Coastal Patrol from our Orr"" ro= j'lo-un at about 3OO t,o {,jOO feer; above the

water. As I say...two aircraft...so vith one pilot steering the eourse, the

other piJot mairrtaining a visiral ri:1'erence to him, usual-Ly harJ two sets of

eyeballs watching the water. I clare say we cLid a pretty effective job of

patrol . It r/as so organiz:,ed 'utrat as ve woulcl retutn frr:m thr: encl of our

trip, vhy another pair of aircraft voulti pick us up anri ve vould. usual,ly

make visual con+.act ancj radio contact at that time. We were eonstantJ-y

able to contact our base r:tation, and they knew where we were at aII times,

and of course, knowin5l our cruj-sing s;peed, and gettinS,; very adept at Juclging

the wind direction anci velccity from the',raves nction, and mal<ing a,llovances

for the differences in the vind velocity due to our consl:;nt elevati-on, we

got ext,r'emely gorrj at'being able to f1y a rectangr:lar course fo,"- as long as

an hour and a half or tvr: hours ancr hil thc. bea.ch surprisingly close to

where ve i:ntic j-.r:atecl it voulu be. The navigation vas. . .r.+e got to be quite

gool a1 that. Nov the...back to the ratlio. Tt vas rluiie common for us to

be assigned a patl'ol f'rttm Bror,rnsvil.l-e terminrrti.nli at Corpus Cirrj-stl anrl

refueling bhere ancr return, so that voukl be cne of oLlr 1.r:nger natrols.

The...r never iraci it per:sonaliy, a necessity bo l-and on tire beach. gur

maintenance of the aircraft vas superb. George I'el-t r^ras mos+u of the time

the heau rtf thr: maintainence for the aircraft for Coastal P3trol l-2. He nor^r

operates a. smail airport ancl s-L,ilL. flies and lives in Ashland, Oregon. I

talkeci wlth hirn In July anr-r plan a tape 1nt',erviev. In connection wtth tire

maintainence, 1;her:c'are certain su'bjects that we couJ-ci bring up. One is the

availability oll parts. Ano'bher i.s the interchangeabillty i:f parls ano some

interesting stories of ,:ertain of i;he 1:ilot,s, knoving that they were belng

paiti at an hour"Iy basis for the use of'their aircraf't, wanted to have those

C)



alrcraft flown as much as lir:rsj"ble. So, they vould invest, in spa;:e magnetos

or other spare parts--engine parts r:r'maybe a. spare prop arxl holci it at one

sicie so it wou.Ldn't becomc base property to be userl oi:r nnybcxly'else's air-

craft.that reor:irecr l"he same er.:uiprnent, but would be their ovn. Wlthout

embarassing anybrxLy in particu,Lar., f know of instances where ar6lument,s

deveioped vhen a cer+.ain mag was needed for one of the base aircraft anrl

the o,,rner having his own ai::plane on base had the c.cuipmcnt but r,tas relue-

tant to malte it avo.ilabl-e to the base. Bear in mintL that cei"tain aircraft

vere assigned 1,o the base by absent,ee owncrs and the obher aircraft were

assigned to the base subject to the flight orders of the opera.bions officer.,

but were generlr1 .1.y flovn by either the ovner of the aircraft llho vas assign-

ed to the base as well as a pllot or he would. have pretty rnuch control of

who vas permitt-eci to fly it. This all vorked quite ha.rmoniou:;ly f think

one of the objectives of lhis whole historicat study of Civil Air Patrol

is 'bo e;<plore the way in vhich voluntr:erlsm vorks...in which peop-le are able

to wor]< together, under strange ,Iiving conditi.ons, avely f'rom home, ancl wr:rk

out theil differenees to clo a job of'worh as clemanclecl . There was high re-

solve to do this flying, you have a bunch of decllcatecl pilots, of course,.

but it's difficult to see just vhere the mechanics got their motivation -r.o

clr: the outstancling 
"iob thelr diti because they workecl sometimes a}l nlght lonp;

to keep enough flyable airc::aft on the line. trie almosb always hacl at least I

five or six aircraft in flying condition out of from ZO to 25

crafl". Occasionally alrcrnf't woulrl be assigncci to the base alrj were not

really airworthy. They might be. airr,'orthy to ferr'y them to the baser bui;

wouldn't cut the rnustani for over-r,rater patrol . IJe were vel-y forlunate in

havin6i the quality r:f mechanics vho could make this cLel,ermination for the

safety of the pil.ots and cre-^r. There was a time after vc'd" been on the base

for sonte tj.me t,irat I felt it necessary anci aclvj.sable to make some sort of

awanl t,c the me:chanics becr,Luse of their unsel-fish interest ln working extra

7
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hours, uncier diffj.cult oonditions, anci vithonL prcper equipment or protect-

ion from the weather, tolreep these aircraft flying. So, f belleve it was

my suggestion to devise an alrani r*,hiclt ve h.ed printerl anci all the pilots

signedit. f woulo dearly love t,o l-earn that one of the mcchanics vho ear.ned

one of these ce.rtificates; of merit sllll- have r)ne. I'm golnfl to ask George

Felt, vho is sti11 in ccmmurtical-ion vith severa.l of t,he mechanies tliat

vorhecj. vith him. They excharige Christmas cercLs rrow j-n I9B3 nnci T'm i4oin51

to tq' to find if one of these certifieates 1s stlll avai}able. It lrouli

make an interesting mernento. Bear in mind., that the weather conciitlons j-n

the lover Ilio Grande valley are very unusual . It's extremely hurnid., semi-

tropical, a high degree of moisture in the air., anri yet on occassion, a

Norther would sveep down from the north and tlre weather might r.adically

change in a matl"er of one ,rr tvo hours. . .might drop forty or fifty d.egrees.

I'or this reason, in the normal fog; and moisture that cr:me in off the GuIf

vith bhe 85 to -9);d'6 humiclity, there 1,/&s a lot of conclensation in the gas tanks

morc bhan is normal even In the'Pacilic Northwest vhere this ls being rlic-

tated. Even though ve tried our best, if one or tvo of the aircraft once

in a vhile had to make it to the beach, it woulu be because of water 1n the

gas. No plane ab Coastr:l P.1tro1..I2 ever was durnpecl in the water, but ther.e

were ai-rcraft that just kinda sputtered their way to the beach anci 1am1er1 ,

vhere usually the problem was ContAmlnents:in the fuel. S,r, eaeh morning,

when we wen't, out; lo fly the airclaft, the wings, the lnterlor ving panels,

the drip holes inroulti be dripping r,rater...the 61as tnnks...1./e might take a

healthy cupful of vater out of the banks and of course, lre always refilleci
them righb to the top as soon an air.plane fanded. But, even so, there was

an excessive amount ofggndsnsation. This same conclensation, of course,

nffected the electrical syltem and thn mags. i,/h:-rt ve can srly posltlvely

was; at }-east the aircraft vere eonitently flown ancl f.i.own every clay If
'bhey wele flyable so they kept, pretty well clried r:ut. Bub thls weather

o()



rras certain-Ly a problen, .

I vanted to mention the rnattr:r of bombs, armftrnents ancl boinbsi.tes. 3ir:st, offr

as to bombs, f vant to note we )raci" a bomb warehouse.,.I guess ygu mlght cali

it"..in Brownsville, and were assigneci an Arm;r Sergeant I believe...I cion't

t"eeal-I his name, and he had a cr)rporaL. assist,ing him, or he might, have...the

primary man might have been a. corporal witlt a priviltc assigned lo help him...

f remember the intiiviouais. They were regular Arml/, a.s I recirll , ra.ther than

A1r I'o::ce. T guess it was the Air Corps at't,lie time of the Army, Lhere m161ht

not have been an Air f'orce...buL Lhe;hari a bomb shelier rigged up and thelr

duties consisted in instructing our pifots ln the use of the bombsite itself.

The bombsile was a clipon iicvi-cr: under t,he win11r;. We used Lhem, to my re-

cr:Ilection, to carry durnmy bomtrs vlticit \,/ere smaiJ cast iron proJectiles thnt

held a shot5qun she1l and r.roul.d make a puff of smoke, we used for praettgs

work. I neve.r' carried a live ltundred-pourrd bomb, a-l-thoui1h...over water

patroi...elthough ve we:e eqrlipecl to cio so. It's lnteresting to note that

as civi,Lians, that as an acijunet, of the US Air: I'orces, it vas cLecided that

we needeci a separate status under t,he Hague Con'rention in rtruel to drop

bombs on tire presumrnecl enem)r. If ve found a German sub, and if'we clropped.

a bomb, it vr:ul-tln't be purely clvlLialr act,lon. f understani.l thal Howarrl

Hughes vas allovecl to f1y with the Aj.r" Force Iater as a civilian, and f

thlnk sr:veraI f'amous itiiots vere alloveci to Rccompany active clut3r mlssions

in Europe antl .in the South Percific -iater on. But wr: vere supposecily rioing

this on a large sca.le basis so 1,/e r,rere later gi.ren certicifates that we vere

Belligerent under the legal requirements of the Tnternatlonal Conventlon of

the Hagrie. f am submitting with this a copy of the Brllri5lerencystatus r-hat

was given to me as a First Lieutenant, serial number 9-2-LC. The bombsltes

...a lot of publlcity ha; been released over the years about the sort of

haywirt: bombsites that were useLi. f dontt hnow what was usecl on the E:rst

o
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Coast. It seems as if evelly pi i rr1, ri5161cti sornc Lhin61 dif'fer"ent f or hj s part-

lcular aircraft and it usuai,ly ccn,;il;ted of two slghtin65 polnts at a dlagonal

that would shor^r tlre pilot n rel,ea.se point for a pr"ojeci;ile ci ropper,L from his

bombsite..from his bombholrler-, I shoul-u say...at the proper t,irne, in relation

to the objecti're tO lancl somero'h':l'e nesr'uha,t ne was trying to cli:op the bomtt

on. ?his vas obviously a makeshift ilrrangernent. There vas no commereial-

invention o:'device on the merket to operate as a bombsite fr:r lhis type of

tnilitary use. Bear in mincl .. that at least in our mincis, if va saw a German

sub lunning und er the surface vith its periscope extencled, whicli voulc.t be

the condition r.rnder which wc rrou}cl probably sight thls sub, we had no

formal instrucl;ion on the nltit,ucte at vhich we shoulcl attack,this sub, or

what, speed we s;ttoulti fly, or at what point ve shouli relea:;e the bomb lo hi t

it...knovlng that the subs have an intregal bcxly in Lhe intericr', surrounded.

by layers of st;eel forming tire outer hufl and inner bulworhs protecting the

people. To continue r^ritirLhe bombsite i.dea, it vas evidently clecided at a

higher level that the pilol"s r,T st be instructeci more accu-rately 1n r,;ubmarine

varfare. As training officer, T vas fortunate in being selected to fly to

Atlantie Clty, New Jersey to nn anti-sub school that,,^ras stageo by the East-

ern Sea I'rontier. f believe it was zrt !O Church Stree+. in I'ler+ York City

that ve were able t,o visit; n.s r.rell as Atlantic Sity. We r,rer.e lnstructed. in

the habits of submalines and r,rhat their capabilities were, and- wlrat thcy

were apt to do when they were cruising and using their periscope etncl felt

they vere sitecl , vhat their actions r^roul-c.i probably be and how we coulcl best

counter that. f 'd havr: to refer to my logbook to tell r.rhat dat,es f made this

trip but I had ferrj"ed a Waco YOC cabin or biplane frorn A1bany,

Oregon to Bror"rnsville. I took lial-ph lvlcCl-ennahan as my observer and. ve f'Iev

clear around the Gulf and up the east coast, stopping at all CAP bases, which

m.ade a very instructive trip, to get to Atlantic City and return. Upon

return ,,.rr:, following the guiueliues

IO

we vere given, we marked
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a ta.rget area as per our inst,ructj.i;,ns in'tltr: santl out ou Prrd're IslanC a,nii

all our pllots were qualified on ,-epeaterl pract.ice flights and got very

proficient a'b aiming and ciropping the bombs...'i;he practice bombs that is...

at this target. Tiris is an interest;ing slcleligh"i, on our du'L,ies;, but at no

time vere ve, to my knovledgc, issr-ied a more e"l-aborate bombsight,,

beeaur;e &s yot.l can see, t,hr,: vicwinlt.pt;sition frorn each aj-r'craft from the:

pilot and observer would be diI'fet'ent,, depending upr;n the tiesign r:f the

alrplane vhether j"'u be a. Ioru-ving monoplane, a htgh-ving monopl.anc, or a

bi-plane. Usually a sighting r+as clone along lines painte<1 on the cowli.ng.

It might be on the side visable to the pilot, or'lt tnigltt be on theside

visable to the obscrverr or: both. ft must be born in mi-ncl , that ve felt

mr:st of our duty was accomplishec-i by scanni"ng the waler belr:i^r for: jusl:

anybhing that wouki. be sr:en, at, l.east in tire Gulf . tr'le ncver ciiit, to my

knowledge, from...Brovnsvj-}le Rase r,rhich was lliter moverl to fian Benito,

about haIf.aay between llrovnsvil-]e anti llar'}ingen, lJe nevcr si11hLei1 a. sub.

As ve vere vinling doun the cperation, we plotted up ttie horrrs flllrn. 'vJe

had florvn rS,OAA hours of'r;ver-vlrte:'patr'o.L r.rith no injuries. T'hc summary

of the hours r{as reqtlested pr:io.r' to c}oring the base. I just wanl lo men-

tion that it was my responsibility to tote up the irrcliviclual hours accllmu-

lated by the pilcts and cbservers, virich I dld. Lat,er on thls was evlclent}v

used as the basis f,)r the avarri of the air medals rqhich vas given to those,

f believe, that hixl over 2OO }iours of overiviltc:r patrol . This va.s ar,rardeci

after the walanrl I am also enel.osing a copy of my citation an.J a ]ist of the

recipients from Coastal P,1tro1 12 anci 11 . I'm hoping someborl y can supply

those for the othr:r nine CoasLal- Pat:'o1 Bases aml Basc 10, r+hlch r^re have a

part.irl list f rom. Bul a ri,rt,he r wel ni occlrr"l'crice in r:r-rnnecLlon vit,h accumu-

lating the time....in totalin,.l up the hours...I noticeci that one of the

'!i,roi,s vho had been very flrst assi5.;nerl to the base ,*irs Henry l(1ng...
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY TIII AWARD OF

THN

1
I

FIRST LIBUTBNANT
CIVIL

Atri MEDAI,
TO

rRANK S.' MYERS, 9-2-10
AIN PA,TROI,

For mcritorious achievement while participating in
antisubmarine patrol missions during world war II. The

acconrplishment of these missions in light commercial type

aircrait clcspite thc ltazarcls gf uttfllvorablc wclther condi-
tions reflects the highcst creclit upon this valiant member
of the civil Air Patrol. Thc high degree of compctence

and cxceptional courflgc Ic displayecl in the voluntary
performance of a hazarcltlus and clifficult ta.sk contributed
in large measure to the security of coastal sltipping and

milltary supply lines. tlis patriotic efforts aidcd materlal-
ly in tlc accornplishment of ll vital mis.sion of the Army
Air Forces ln the prclsccution of tlte war'

TTIE IYI{ITII }IOUSE
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Fllght Otflccr Juck W. Squlrou, CAp Sorl:rl No. ?_ii-103?

F u ght orric er, 
" 
o..s f.'i1il,_lti 

r.,T,J 
rTli;:,, # 1 -, _ r, o

Fi r s t L i e ute n an t I r rrl fni.,x[l] ""lr; 
r, 

:x, f I ff 
- 
H: ",,rrrf

Fught orricer n-"",,1J1'.r r,"*j: j^?"!"j;:,,fll1 
u _, _rrrn

F i rs t Lr e ut"nunt s,o1:u,ffi:T:;lli & i rt :ff ,,- j 
: ?", _; ; e2T August 1042 to 3l August lg43First Lleutenant Leonard f. Warcl, Cnp soi:ilf No. 6-3-l0gB. rrrrst Lieutenant 

",,,l,tJ*iltrifll,l,i:":t"i:y"r1.ij,rl". "_;-;,Frrst Lieutun*nt cyiui'f i:,l,,#.,t'"il t;ftrf ,131r, , ,,,
F i r s t L ie u t* n un t,uryl 

t-": 
$ffi ' .f l' #",|1 r,iJ.r.;:l 

l,rri,
August l94Z to 3l August lg43

i posihumous Awarcl

3'- By directlon of the Prcsident, under the provislons of Executive order gl58, 11 May1c42 (sec' III, Bul' 25, wD 1$42), as amended try rxccutive order szii-i,- ri septemuer 1042 isec.III' Bul' 49' wD, lg42), and National security nrit or to-+i, on Air Medrrl {or nrerrtorious achleve-ment whilc partlclputing in tcrlal flight durlng thc ter:icrJs inclicatccl r" ,*u.,rorr to the following-n;rmed U. S. civilians, members of tf,e Civit iir pitrof,-Coostat Unii-fV;. 
.ir; 

serving with the ,
Army Air Fclrces: - -^' vv4ruor urrrL 1\u' lz,

First Lleutenant Roy H. Andersen, CAp Ser.ial No. 9-l_1128

F i r s r L I e ut e n an t c rr rl1"t' fl " i 
"',l,11 

r:1,' I 
^ij 

*Ji,:, il 
r,i* 

; - ; _ r *
F irs t Lr e utun"nt u, u3. l X'.-H;l,"# 

"'i 
i, -ii 

-$::r, 
1 iii r, 

- - "

F r rs t Lreut*,unt wi ir ln,1'fl ::l,l:'l^? il #:ir*l,lni -, _, o u,
1B Octobcr lg42 to S Juty 1943

. 
Flrst Lleuten:urt Stephen K. Coburn, Cap "S".1*t 

No. g_2-39?

second Lreutenant r,l:":"lt" [Iff;i:J:, ?r:J f;iii, #t -r -r*
23 October 1942 to 3l August 1943Fllght oificer wiriam R. Devenisrr, cAp seri]at No.- g-z-zs

s e c o n d L i e u t e n a n t, *L 3""t "i 
"'"i1?, 

tl 
i I Jr*iXI r*:: n 

i _, _, o u,
First Lieurununt H"lof':"Il,J:li E# *:y"i,*l:-l_, ,r; 

-

F I r s t L I e u tu n^n,, 
" 

u I 3. I "';;il: : il 
" 

l ,1 :,. fr, I 
" 
li,.1,i,,"., 111 _, r, o

First Lreutenan*roJl,f if:X!,lr:,.1r,,,rJ"1,,_t,i,".,t1rr_rn ;

rrrrst Lreutununt r"j,i* 
tf*:T:f^l'i1J,:,'i#t:ilri,i1, I

s econd L ie utenant, ii.lti.' ?,,"1, 
j:. :j"5T!j: j:,11 

No. e _ 1 _3 0? S

Firsr Lreuru,*t o *3 
,a.-'##fi 

fi l'&:,1,t5:T i:313
Frrsr Lreut"n*t,nll i:rjiffi fTi,&:,i,i:f:i;:li

2? Novernbcr lg4} to 3l August lg,l3First Lleutenant Blll Lee, CAp Serial No. S-g_6te

F r r s t L re ut" n*,,t r",ln1,X ";: T;;.i,li ;" r[ J;,I oijj I _ o _ r, u

F r r s t L r e u ru n un t *, o?..I : Y i"rl; "f: L i?'. J :i:1 l,,.n 
r, 

_, _ r *2i July lg,l2 to Bl August 1043

I

(GO 15, 10 Apr 104S)

8-6459, AF
o,



o
flrst l,leutenant Raltrh C. McClcnrihlrrr, CAP Scrlll r;ii. 0-3-1000

20 Much 1043 ro 3l August 1043 \
Flrst Lleutenant Franlt S. Myers, CAIr Serial No. 9-2-10 \

21 September 1942 to 31 AugusL 1943 ./
Second Lleutenant Allen C. Oosterveer, CAP Serial No. gaz-g

14 November 1942 to 3l August 1943
First Lleutenant Ralph C. Parker, CAP Serial No. g-2-289

1 September 1942 to I December 1942
Flrst Lleutenant Jameb V. Rosenbaum, CAp Serlal No. g-2-l8l

l? September 1942 to 10 ]uly 1943
First Lieutenant Wade. A. 8,owse, CAP Serial No. 9-6-40

s b r ii n d L r e u t e n En t, 
? i t tl' :!,,1,',t{ 3li'fJ"i,: 

"'*ni., 

-, -, o, u
14 December lg42 to 3l August 1943

Flrst Lieutenant Spencer W. Shaw, CAP Serial No. g-1-2301
21 July lg42 to 31 August 1943

Flrst Lieutenant Lee E. Stevens, CAP Serial No. 9-2-63
20 July L942'lo 31 August lg43

Flrst Lieutenant Leslie V. Stiles, CAP Serial No. 9-2-468
15 october 1042 to 31 August 1943 r

Second Lieutenant lohn P. Stripllng, CAp Serial No. g-1-2939
I November 1042 to 26 June lg43

First Lieutenant Frank Tavolacci, CAp Serial No. g-i-433
20 luly lg42 to 31 August 1943

First Lieutenant Holt W. Warrens, CAP Serial No. g-2-3b2
23 October lg42 to 3l August 1943

Firs(, Lteutenant Davis M. Wellman, CAP Serial No. g-1-2S2g
30 August L942 to 5 tuly 1943

Flrst Lleutenant Earl A. Wolcott, CAp Serial No. g-1-4?l
) ll August 1942 to Sl August 1943

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:

OFFICIAL:

H. G. CULTON
1 Colonel, USAF

Air Adjutant General

CARL SPAATZ
Chlef of Staff, United States Air Force

-'-:*.--:--

(GO 15, 19 Apr 1948)

;ji .-{i',..:' j: : +.rX,:-irii :,



Henry King had a, f be).ieve it i'rns a. mcxicl- 7',KS, a very plush, vell eqpipped

cabin Waco bip1.i:ne. l,1r King, 1.', ima6lile he vts Ist, I;i, King, vas; the very well

knolrn movie ciirector., who I&+"er clirectecl the "scng of Bernndette".

fn the early sor"ing of'1!lr 1 iL vtar; llecided that ear-:ir Ccrr.stn-L Fatrol Squarlron

or base was en';it.l.etr t,o }rrvt: rrti,: -l.iairon patr-oJ. ai. r;':.1 o,ne. As I hacr t,he eon-

tinenta,l pr:vlerecl 62 -horsc I'r-lr'Lerlliel ii t.i j.r;mant.l-ed in Portlsncl in storage

while I vas flying for" Blor.vnsvi-l lc-, antl San Benito,. I submitt,erl that airplane

to the base. ft was accepted and cornmissioned as our official. "L.iais;on alr

craft. f Learned of t.his in la.te lvlarch of l!Ll, and retu.rning tr: Pottlanrr,

put the nings on itanti the prop and tr"ailered the airplane up to llcrth Dal les

Washington ani thence ferried ib to Brownsvil-Le, arrlving in San Benito on

April 6th. I rnight menticn tirat t.here was no permi..;sibl-e flyin5; in the

active air de:le:lse zone on t]re vesb co:rst after: Pearl Hiirt;r:r, or:rcssibly

shori"ly before. This rneanl man;'of the aircraft that r+ere useri on Coastal

P'rtrol and Coulrier Dut1, in l.Iie mid-vest came from the rilr'd.efense zone

whei'e they had been sL,oreci, mrny t,j-mes cff'of riirports;, alvays with the pr.op

remove.j and usually thc vlngs arxi taiJ, set"vj-ces. hr 1,he Irortlrrnci...in 
"{iII-

amette Valley aree...the nea.lcci,. places to fiy \.Iere Maclras anrl llor"th Dalles,

Washington. It rvas possible to get a uermit 1'or n one-time on1y flight on

an assembled aircral't, r.lhicl.r vils uone u'ith some of the a.ircraft I flev...

ferried...to base frorn insiue i:he clefense zone. Eut this meant that just

east of'the Cascad"es, in the Sier"ra llevada in California,'bhere vere vast

accumu-Lations of private pilots aLtempting to burn r-rn their gasoline ra.tion

tickets am: keep up their f1 ying s;kills. silver Lake, califcrnia vas an

example of a huge aircraft facil-ib;r out in the desert.

ft't.ras the next mont}t, I'I'y, tiraL I',r-ls orclered to the Atlantic City base for

the ant,i -strb .nj.ssionanu accr:rding to my logbook this vas...McClennahan anci. f

12
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. cAP CEnTITIC.mI otr

AINCAAYT ruOISTRASIOB

CIVII

Frank $. Mvers

A I B P.A T N O T

it dd.rco s tsox fr. S.rn Benllo . Texas

!{C No. ?55'15

Duta -_2*9*_
Thte alrcraft 1o roglatcred by Ctvtl Alr Patro1 tn tho tfAn Catogory. It v111 bs
uaad, oxcluolvcly for authortzcd !01aslono of CAP ancl only undor operatlons ordors
of CltP Offlcaro la chnrgo of euch nstestone. Ytolatlon of WPB 0oncral Llottatlons
Order L-?,62 tn roopoot to tblo slroraft,.msy bo puntnhoil by flno and lmprlaonmcnt
undcr fsd,erel Lav. Infraotlons of CAP dlroctlvoo vlLl rooult ln wlthd,raval of
tblo cortlflcate and ln dlnctpllnary actton as to CAP moubora concornod. Thla cer-
tlflcato v1ll bo d.toplo,yod ln tho cochptt of tho roglotorod, atrcraft at all ttaor.

Not vall0 ulrloos
etanpcd horc wlth
tho rrol of tho
Clvll1,ltr Potrol. llatloaal

a- l080-nobu-ct-rP
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Ieft San Benlto r:n l4ay 10 of 'L3 in tirc YOC Wacr: rinti flev our bomb practlce

runs on May 2l and 2B in Atlant,ic Cit,y ancl retu-r"ned in early June to impart

our nev-found knovledge to the rest of the pllots cin the base. I have .,:i,i,.,r.

retalned the scorecarci for the anti-sub school. ancl f 'm glad to see f got a

secre of 9t on the ovei'al-l skills imparted at, tl"re base. One of the inter-

esting things about the anti-strbr,rarine school. was a tri.p from Atlantic Cj-tv

clov::t tc New Yor.r City where \^re vere honoreil to be invil;ecl to the War Rooms

in the basement cf'a hirge builcling in ciovntown New York. f believe lt was

at 90 Church St.reet in a lower',lerrel basement where we vere 61iven a look at

the tvo-story glass ill.uminateci maps showing the location of aII the Allleri

shipping anci presumeC l-ocation of enemy subs anci surface ships in the entire
Eastern Sea Frontier. This was quite an honor fr:r a 1owly CAp p1 1ot anri one

of the highlights of my r+artime experiences. It was Jrist at this tlme that
the all,ies hari ireveloped a technique callecl the,,Wolf_paek technicue" of
att,acking a Gennan sub. By Lhis time ve haci air.craf't vlth enough range

to circle itl ever videni.ng areas the ocean in any direction to which arr

enemy sub could run, so that no matter '.rhere the sub vent eventually he vculd

come up and vorr.l.ci be sighted. This effectively e1imina1cci Lhe German sub

menace in the N0rth AtlanLic. 1,hese, of course, were long_range aircyaft
bases in Nev Foundlanci, rcelami , scotlantr, and Englancl that carrlerl on

these patrols. we were busil.y flying coastal Prtrol misslons from san Benito
all through the summer of 1!l+3. But in the late summer it vas apparent that
the over-wate:' patrol coultl be more efficlently carrled on by Navy bllmps

and it ,,Ias announeetl that our san Benito base wourcl be ciismant.Led anc.l the
aircraf'b antl personnel transferreil to other dutl,es or dlschargecl . The neg-

otiatlons for a take-ovei: of our base were conclucted. by cr:ptain charles T.
Haas. I{e was Bxecutive Officer of'the base and I uas crelegaterl tc f1y }Iaas

In the Porterfie.Lcl to the Navy authoritj.es for purposes of sigrilng the re-
leases for the tske-over of't,he flelcl r.rnd, erecting a mast for the bllmp einci

I3



so forth and caring for the Narriyr oersonnel-. We left Septembi:r'20 of 'l+] and

flev to Hitchcock to a Nary 131imp lJase and proceeded from there to New

Orleans on Sept,ember' 22nd and met vith the officers of the Na-'r-y at thbt time

ancl then returned to San Benito. The last week of Septembei: the flrst Blimp

a,:'rived., gave us all clemons't,rietion rldes, an(i a small cllew was brought dovn

to cio ther ground handling...San Benito then belng the south errcl of a leg

flolrn from Corpus...Corpus Chrrst,i, that is. So, my logbook shor,rs me still

in the Texas area an<j flying rny flight instruetor's test on October Z'(Lh of

'\3 at Brownsvill-e ancr leaving Brounsviile for Oregon on October lOth of 'l+3,

although the certlficate of service from the CAP shows active riuty on the

Coastal Pr.rt,rol from the 21st o{'september of '42 to the llst of August cf 'l+3

f can't explaitr vhat I vas dolng flying after August Jlst. I never noticed

the dates on the cerl"ificate untit presently, which we are now in JuIy of ,83

l+O years l-ater. But my logbook indicates that, even though the Coastal

Patrol- was discontinrred, they must have useci me for ferr:y flights from ba.se

through October'. f see f was f1yin61 to San Antonio eru] I seem to recal.l

I macle some trips r.:n L,he Bon.l er Patrol because f ver:t, clear to Douglas, Ari-
zona in early October and and several tlips to San Antone. So, to make the

recorri accurate, f do have anci am subnritting a copy of my certlficate of

service on Southern Liaison P,rtro} Base No. 2 from EI Paso. That certificate
shows me reduced to a. 2nd Lieritenant although I never changed my bars or

unlform frcm Fe'bruary ll+th of 'l+h tc the p5t,h of An iI of ')+[ al El p,rso.

Actualll', irt Ocl,ober 30th of 'l-1 , I ferriecl the Porterftdld back to Oregon

and by the mlddl-e of' November r,ras serving as a commercial flight instrletor
at Bend, oregon wlth various aircr-aft, working for Al rll_se, Tilse plylng

Service. I clid this through December at Bencl anrl in fact, was the only

kno"-n flight instruc'lor ln the zrrea at that time...a-11 the cornpetent pilots

frying for the A.1r Force ol Navy and what, not. Finally, r was glven an opp-

ortunity to take the Porterfielo back to Texas for the Border potrol duty

rIr
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on regular Bor1er fllghts arxi le1"L Nort,h.Dalles jnnuary 1J, I!h[ ancl arrlvecl

at Et peso on Februar.y llth. /tntl immediately stai'tea ftylng the Stinson's

ano the Porterfield on botder patroi-, both ways flom El Paso...from El Paso

to Marfa ancl San Benito and return, arntl going west fl"om El Paso to Douglas'

This inclut'Letl a final flight to Norlh Da,lles, Washington r-rn

April 29th, 'l+! at r,rhich time I a6;ain clismantled tire alrcraff and put it in

a* arnaaJ UVr (lfJu .

I then spent six months as a journeyman mechanic at the Porl,Ia.nd Army Air

Base in Portlanii ancl eit the enci of'that time volunteereti 'lnd enl,i-sted in

the l{auy, lntenrLing to become a gunnery instructor for a,ir"craft Sunners. By

the time I was inductecl , thel' sr+itcheci, me to a storckeeper technieian and

shipped me off Lo Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania for SKT, thatts storekeeper

technician school , in Iebrunry of 'I+) ami flnally f'leu in ivl^rcti of 'l+5 to

Guam antl selveil in Guam until finnnlly afL--r t,ite var vas concfurierl , shipped

back to Shumairer, California for clisclrarge on Feb:'unry 2rtr,t ,L)\6.

Folloving this time l vas busy vith other thinpSs, es'bab1-is1iin5,; a home,

buiidlng a house, anci slarting to raise a couple of kids;...sclci t,he Porter-

fielcl and that passed crn to some people working a Tehtronlxti and vas the

first airplane ovnerl by the Tektrontx:; Flying Club. f soLi it to Mul.Ier

Brothers, who operated a Service Stat,ion, ana stil1 uo, at West Slope, Oregon

ancl l.ost track of the Porterfield at that t,ime...although have slnce loeated

it. lt i-s still around and ha.s been recovered- and rebui.Lt and is ncr,' in

Hillsboro., after it vent its ovn vay for all the intervening years. As for

my ovn flying, I rc::umed actlng as commercial flight instru.etor at Beaver:ton

antr Ililfsboro, not getting very active untll L9)5...4b that time establishing

a Ctvil Air Pstrol Senior Squadron a.t the Hillsboro Airport. f vill eollab-

r-:r"':1',e wj1-,tr John f'r'artk, who vas t;hen leadlng a Ciidr:t Sorradron, vhich lre com-

15
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blned. I vtl"t eomp{rre notes vLth Mr, Frari}i to brlng this reeord up to date

about my CAP actlvitles a.t, the llillsboro Squadron. We met regrflar]y 1n 1l)!

and '!5 and were fIy1ng a CAP alreraft at that tlne, an L-)+-J and. f was then

promoted to the rank of Captaln in the Clvtl Alr Patrol. At the same ttme,

I completed. trrro three year terms of duty as a Buek Sergeant ln the Oregon

Alr }Iatlonal Guanl. Thls pretty well coverB my Civli Air Patrol connectlons

up to Jolnlng the Columbla Raliters $quadron, Portland./Vaneouver, three years

agor 1pB0.

Earlier on the tape I had mentj.onecl Henry Klng, the movie iilrector who

shortly after the war produceo the Story of Bernadette with Jennifer Jc,nes

anci was qulte a prestLgious dlrector. fn that connection, the Coestal

Patrol Base 12 at Brovnsvllle was orlglnally set up wlih folks from Re6lon

p of CAF vhich vas Oregon, l{r,rsh1-ngton, and Callfornla. When I arrlved at

the base, the last week of September, ehortly after the base had been

started ln August, most of "Lhe persr:nnel...the flyi.ng personnel werefrr:m

the Los Angeles area and many of them had Hollywoori connectlons. They

vere Robert Cunmings, and Mary Astor, I{enry Klng, the direetor, anrl Earl

ldnlcott vho was s very prestigious came:raman ancl entertalned us wlth many

lnslde stortres 6f the fLlm stars who stayed" on base. He harl a Falrchlld" 2b

e very proflclent pllot, and" very serlous about hls business. In the case

of Henry Klng, I had. meant to nentlon that. ".anci this may not be for pub-

llcatlon...but it's a true statement of the ki.nciL; cf thlngs that happen when

people are engaged, I suppose, ln thJ.s klnd of effort. When tr vent through

the rosters after the base flying was dlseontinu*d" to total up the hour"s of

all pllots and^ observers, all ihe entries for Henry King's flylng time had

been eraoed, rather clumsily. You could stllI rearL the name under there,

but a certaln other person on base, one of the offlcera vho was not a pllot,

had lrrltten ln hls ovn name. Thls always stuch ln my mlnd as a sort of'a

T6



Wat,ergate, Clrty-trick type denl, but lt oidn't seem too imporbant to me at

the tfme. But n vhlle after the war, Ilnrry Coff'cy nrntioneri. to me Ilenry

iGn6 was qulte tllsappointed because he never was ar+a:rxled anrl alr mecial- and,

vhen he appliecl for a eheck on it, the recr.,nis uldn't show him es haring

any f1yirr63 tfirne on base, which I hnew io be untrue. I do knov the culprit's

name. He was a.'.one of the r:ori-f1yLng officer" personnel on the base and. he

and hts wlf,e vere both ettaeired to the base nrirl were qulte well l.Ikeu. I
was really suprlseti that he would have put hls name in there. This all

happened. after Henry King had teft the base. I'm dictatlng this ln July

of 1$83 and. I ::eea.11 that Henry Klng d,ied a month or twc ago...notlcecl that

in the neuspapers.

Some of the sj..i.eltghts of thls kind of ciuby ve're commenttrng on should 1n-

eluoe the r:omanees, the f:'iericlships establlsheci betveeri rnembers of the opp-

oslte cex. I'or exampJe, when I arrLved. at base I met Phyl1ls Laybon from

M rshfleld, O::qgnn who was a clerkftyplst. We became friencis ancl eve:rtually

vere merried and that's one product of Civil Air Patrol Actlvlty. A.lthough

she hed been born enC vent to school ln Seesiri"e, end I hacl been at Seasicie,

oregon many iimes) we never had met until- lre vere ln Ci-vil Aii: patrol .

Several other coupl,es tirat had been married before thelr servlce Joined the

cAP together, u.suaIlythe vlves took a Job as cler'h/"t,3ipist, or worklng in
tiie r>fflce, vhl}e the husband.s vere mechanlcs, or pil ots, or obse:.vers.

$everel of those couples, f recall, and. other plIots tirat hsd their ,,rlrres

al the base, they took other Jobs in the cornmunlty. A whole els6ay coulcl be

wr-itt-r r:b.rut th^ nr,ll] ems of the lrives, nnd llvlr:g that far away. when vo

eame from the green northvest to the banks of-the sllvery lllr; Grande,rivet,

Ths: Rl'r C:^ande, we lrere surprlzecl to see that ln the summe:'tlme you coull
vallr acrcss lt Just about anyr,rhere...and lt was ver";7 tiudd.y. of corrrse,

L7
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the bcrder tovns are notorlor:sly rtir-Ly rmcj fj.lthy, :;c.r it'"las quite a eu-lture

shock tr: go to 'Lhc t.tp of 1l'cxns. Tlirif 's n uhi:lrl st,ory of 11,s own. We kept

a Chamber of Commerce pub-1 ica1-ion on the lor;er llj.o Gr.ancle Valley anci we ma6e

a joke of memo::izing the opening s;tntement of tirat...aboirt lush fields of

vegtables glovlng uncjer" t,he ';ropical sun enri the si1-ve rv liic Gr.anrie, anii so

fort,It. l,le comtrtitt,eri tha1, t;o incnloi'y and when ve were being 1-ppir l.ecl 1ut, i--o

the fielcr at fi.vc thirty in i.It': inorning, ve woulci slng th1s e-s or1e cf ou1

l.it,tle jingles to enteri;ain each othcr. Another lhlng thaL affecteo the

women particular'ly was the chigger"s. The ccarse gra.ss thiit's common to t,jrat

area vas simlly allve wittr insects of all kincls, inciu-iing biting; ehigge1s

'that I was i.mmune to personal-ly, but most, of thr:511rJ_s vould ge[ chigger

hites if 'chey wall"eci anywhere near thr: grass. These er1tti:1s woui,r bite

rlght through ny-1.ons, i+hich were in very scarce srrpp-1 v i:.t tiro.t tlme. The

ny-1-ons were b,luglil over in l4exico, r,rhcre it seemcrl f.iire yor: cou].(i sllll 51et

tltem, but you gsllliln't ge1, t,irem in the slates. Tire ga.ls o{'thaL time didn't
vear trousers and pants as much as t,hey do now irr CAP a.ncl cr:nseq;ently

their legs and soxs were o1'ten blooa-sta.ined. And of course, the hotel
rooms...lrhen we first e-rrrivecl ...we stayecl at un-uj.l ,oe coul-d filcl louses to
rent or apar.tments...ve stnyed ert lhe g1 Jarrlln I{otef . I have a rnenu of
the EI Jardin .it vas the tallest builcling in Brovnsvi-l1e. I noticed that,

all the furniture, tht: beclsteatls anci but-eaus., rilere all maile of steel vith
a voodgrain flnish. Of course the r-eason w&s, aily,nroalen prod.uct voulcL be

consumed by the insect life...(intcruption)...r see that r was talki,ng
about the insec'i, -rife in the g1 Jardin Hotel, or anlnuhere else. rf you

came into your roorn rifter tlark, yor_r flicked on bhe ll;;ht sr,lteh, why all
the critters r,rolrl-cl r'un anr.r liicle. rf you left a candybar partry eaten or

anybhing all theit coulcl be cottsnmeci, in a clrawer, or ever] wrappe<l up in one

of the rooms, no rnatter vhat f'lr:or you wera or)., in tiie mol-ning there vouli

rQ



At tho TiU, '(, To*oa..,
clean, artrlctive towns and citics, br:o,r.{ surf-crcan-red bc:rc}res,.golden-ladcn citrus or-

.rr..Jr, S.""a prl--li,r"i-1,igfrrr"yr 1"a wic{e ristas of green fields o{ vcgctablcs glow-

_B^;;;;;h; l".f ut". or ir" cll.,.i_fl..,cked Tex:rs sky, creete an-unforgettable picture

of lush beauty . ,...r. of happ1. contentmcnt. wirich cleanses thc mind of worry

. . .".- t.rt:i"g'for plry, rt'orh, or it1*"" t' thc spirit diccrtcs'

Anci, uni.luc"alrorlg :rll other rcgions in. the unitcd stltes, is thc atmosphcre of old

ir^1..i.", r'ri".,.'r rir.n* ""i.v,.,,Itr".".rvirhin 
a fcw minutes by automobilc from any

rrrrr <rf tlre V:rllcy, ona nr., l,rr". " lrntl rv6crc the cotrrr:rsts rre so sh.trp-so vivid-
It'-1r". "". 

,t,'.'t.." d.iigl-tt of a ,cu' rnd gcnuine forcign expericnce'

I{ost evidcnt, of course, ro rhe r.rcw-conlcr to thc va.llcy, is the g.lorious sight of vas.t

grovc., ,:f gr,rpcfruit ,,,;i;;.,.,;.';*., ,i..i.t,inq to the 
'ltoriz-orr. Vcightcd 'lorvn 

with

thcir iuicy burdcn, tl,.'* <"ti't"ls rcprcscnt. il" L''t'ic u'c'rlt6 and futurc bount{lcss

urowth of rhis Gt,lltlc''"Vxli;""I oPI'orttrrrity' M;rny is tlrc rcri'lcnt of thc Vrlley

ll;" ::# rr"t.'r". i,i".,ru.. .ri..l ,.n,*i'i"d to pt"'pt'' Sevcrr[ 'rcres .f lartd stritrble for

;;;.i;.;i. ,,,-,.1 o.,',,',gc cultr-trc rre still availri:le'

Tcxas gr,rpefrr"rit rnd oringes al'c f:irnoLls rhroughouc clie-lrnd for thcir exceptional

<1u.rlit1' rn.l fl:rvor, ..;;;i"i;;";;""y ""' 'l'n*ii'1; 
tl'rt Tcxrs Gr;rpefrtrit is swcutcr

t6,rn .rrry trther gro*,n.'ili,"';;;-i;r-r".1 trturt, gr.,pcfrt'it, rnd t5e frmili'rrly known

i)
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FOO, D PROMOTES GOOD HEALTH

(io 9rondeT)alley

A,'ppetizers axtd Cocktails

Fresh Crabmear au Cratin ..,:- --. . -- -

Fried Scallops. Tartar Sauce, I dozen
Broilcd Spanish Mackercl with Butter
Tenderloin of Trout, Tartar Sauce.--.--------.-- ---
Whole Broiled Baby Trout 

---------- .7,
Frcsh Floundcr, Fried or Broiled--- .61 tot.00
Fresh Gulf Strrirnp on fce-----. -. .- -----.---- .60
Shrimp a la Creole--- .7! Dcviled Crab.--- .!0

.7'

.80

.70

.60

FRESH KILLED CHICKEN

Plantc Stcak for Onc "-. - l.7t For Two.---- 3.21
Bre.raded Vcal Cutlet,.:Tomato Sauce.---._.--.-- .6,
lTiener Schnitzel . -,.70:.-*--

:hn itre t*rfr-Flat i tein . :: --- - --. - - - - - - - -.-.- . . --------.-:i' .iro'a
Calf's Livcr with Bacgn .60 .r'
Chicken Livers Saute'with Mushrooms .7r'Jt'
Broilcd Swcet Brcads on Toast "----l---- .A:
Roast Primc Ribs of Beef -- --. ---------- .90
Grilled FIam Steak, Pi,cklrd Peach.---.--*-" . -.------ .90
Crearned Chicken on Toasr --.---- .8,

Salads
ChicLen Salad
Chef's Salad Bowl . .- .rO
Guacarnolc S"lad --. -,-.-. ".-..----, -. - - -.60
Half Avocado ...-. . - ----- .Zj
Fruit Salad --- - - --- -- .r0
El Jardin Special A.ssorted Salad Plare . - .60
Lettuce and Tomato - .r0
Cornbination --., - .r0
Wilted Letcuce

.60

I

I

I

I

i
t
{
r
I
I

-f

. BaLcd.Sugar Curcd Ham------.--------j:.------- .6, ilrif er..rdo with S6rimp
Porato Salad .

n Roqucfort Cheesc Drcrcing.- .30 Rusrian Drcssing.-- .40 1000 Island Dressing .lt Frcnch Drsss:ngT'

.35

.6'

.7'

.27
.10

, Fricd Swcets
,.,'' fr*r4i"rf Yr-o

.20
ai

ffiffboD
Tlte Fineft Hote! in the

Julienne Potatoes .lt
Boiled .......1,
Mashed .t7 ;';'. .;

Shoestring . ----- .t5 :i,.:;',
tv/-fft- r]^-:-J i^:al: :.

teaks, Chops amd Fouitry

1.60
1.2,
.60
.8'

t.l0
t.00,i';1j, Cold Cut$

d,rso4cd Cold Cuts wirh Potatq Salad.-------------- .7)
:' :lr ':

Cold Sliccd Chictccn Porato Selad--..-----------.*-* .8,'. ' { ,li

,i,.Ro"fq Primc Ribs of Beci witfi Potato Salad-_--- .aj
;. -: '.," .i: ..4. .

1'-Cold Corncd Bccf with.Potato Salad---------- .r0
,.:r, r :,. .:
'-4' '

;:ColC Roast Pork wirh Potato Salad.-------.---------* .60 ,

Potatoes
French Fricd ------------- .lJ
Au Gratin ----------------- .2,
Hashed Brown --------- .15

Marinierte Herring---- -- .2t

eafoods

:,- .. i.,l', l_"

. . _.i.,

. ,,:;i, :,:

rl .

t'
l.i.,
!r'.'

.;..r..

Creem Gravy: - . r" .-
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be a continous file of ants aIl. the r,ray up flrom ihe ground, up the stairvells

and into your room, to the canr-i.ybar, ancl return. And the chiggers r^rere thiek

in the grass. These worr-l rl bj Le the lauies legs anri it seerned as if . I don't

recall r-he women rvearing s:l-aclis at that time. the17 mostJ-y haci skifts, and '. ,.;

thr:y at,templ,ed to keep their legs covered vith nyl-cns, vhich were ln..lcar.ce

supply anrr ]racl to be bougirt, in I'Iexico. But the chig5;e:: bites vould b-leed

and make a mess of legsj soxs_, and everythir:g. I r'ranteci io mention that,

spealrlng of c]ti-ggcrs, Lhsrt r>ne o1'L]re real pit1,rlots, as f r-ecn]J.,

(interuption)...irle haci a pilot ne.merl Frank Tavo-l.acci...had", as I recal1,

se::vecl inl{orld. Wnr I. IIe vas ce;'tainly an older {'ellov but in good phy-

sical shape...ves a pilot. T think he 'was from the Sarr Franci-sco area...

he vas parLicul.arly susceptible 1;o pr-.isoning f rom these chigger bites. lle

voulcl insist orr flying lrhen his hantrs ar-rd wrists !,ere so swollen that he

couldn''t' have a vristr+atch on his wrist...he coulcl harcile button the

wrists of his sihirl . lle hati otre or- mcre sons flying, I believe oyer.in

Europe. He was vel-l/ riedicated Lo our Coasla.l Pa.trol Activities and really

a fine fellov. He u:t up r";ith misery there lo }-,eep flying.

T wanted to ment,ion t,ite cuJ t,urrL-L asirects of Jlvlng on thr: border., and havlng

many of oui'meals over in Matamo::os, getting e.quainteci with l,texican fgai,

buying Mexican boozer l,laterfill ancl I'raser vas the leal1inc wirisk"ey. It was

rnade in Juar"ez of rrutrious constituents. Ancl ol cou::sc, we 1.eai-ned to

d::lnktequlla in the apprcved Me:<ican fashion, vitli a, pinch of salt cn the

hr:llov r>f ou:: lef i.; thurnb ano forcfinger...back of our hami...anrj eat a

slice of fr]esh iirle, -out our t;onguc r:n the si,'.1-t ano rlrink the tequila

strai,3ht. llhen the re was the l'4e>rican beer, l'lontazuma anu Ca:"ta B.Ianca

vcre the 1.eac1lng var1.el,ics. Tl'rc Mexican beer wa:; excc-.llent . l,here vas lots

of opnortunities Lo bu;,. silver knichknacks anri 1.iift; ancl ornaments ancl vhat

ta



ili
{Iilt

rffi

4
r
i

:'I

nots to send home. Il^le learnecl to enJoy trlps into Mexlco. some of us, later

from Laredo, drove ilown tr:r Monte rrey and enJoyld. some of ihose stde trlps '

Some of the pllots on the bord.er patrol, Ir:understancl, got in trouble in one

of 1he bars 1n OJlnaga , vhich vas & Mexice.n tor'In across from Pr:esi-illo. In

mgst eases, on the bo:der, the Mexlcan a,uthcrll,les we]"c very frlendly to

the Cirril Alr Patrol, but I believe tn OJinaga they iidn't cotton to us too

mtch. I think somebody else can probably tel-I that story more aecurately

then I.

Speaking of the Mexica,n Nationals, sorce mentj.on:;hould be macle of the

guards. When a person lobks at our list of bttse personnel at Coastal

Patrol i2, the flrst people hlred vere the gua:nCs.,.flrst put to use at the

Brovnsvtll-e base anrl then when the Sen Bernlno i:ase',+as establlshed, there

17as consld"ere,b}e eecurlty lnvr:Ivecl and. the guards vere locnl Texe.ns or

Mexican Amerlcans. They lrere very frlendly, and very efflclent, ltre had

one Sergeant MaJor involved, I've forgotten hls name, bu.t I have plctures

of him along vith this transcription. He ha<l a good, lively crew and ve

enjoy'ecl the work of the Mexican 6.rards. As you cen vlsualize, ui-th our

colorful , aLrforee tlpe unlfortns, wlth the sllver buttcns atrd red epaul-

ets, we toohed. p:'etty grand, anil the Mexican guarCs, I think, enJoyerl

vearS.ng our unifonns...probably lt gave t.hem a certain amount of prestige

Ln thelr o1'rn eommunity.

I can't recall whether I reeounted thls lneiclenL earlier on my taping...

but, ln connection vtth the Mexican guards, lt was inte:'esting, that there

was of course, as on any milltary base, there's a lot of vhat 1s eal-Ied

skuttlebutt, or rumors of all sorts of thingc that ave snppo:led to happen

or are proJeeted. to happcn tn the future. Amongst the rumcr$ affecting
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Coasti:l Pa.N161 12 v.ts the recurrent rurnor that r,re wr:u.Lrl br: transferrecl to

Puerto Ricc, or even T'rini.cl arj, or- t.1tc rrr;r'Ltrern coast oJ' scmc Ca1ribcan

Country, vhere ',1s r;1;i1'1 gl ctlnci.t-tc't our" patrols. Anu it vas i'ecommendeci i,irat

ve l.ear"n Spani:;h. So, the base hired. a younlf vomen 'l,r; t,eilch rrs Spanish...

ve hao Spanish c.i,asses. .. Unfr:rtttnilt ely , one of oul pilc1-s spenb a Litlle

too much time -in pri.rrate r,rith oul very pretty Francecclt, i;ire 54ir1 teaching

Spanish, ancl hi:r brot,her carle out i,o the base...flc,.lrishing a shiny knille

a.r:d looi<ing ftt:^ out" pilot, frlenC. It vas necessary l-c; tranlf'er hirn away.

It seems that any mention cf women on the base, we should speak of perfume.

Freneh uer'fume wi-Ls; r'earii,1 y ava.L-lablc in Mexico. Sha-1,j.rna.r' lrnd. oi.irr:r vel.l

knorvn Guerlaine prcrriucts wcl'e a favorite t.hing for''bhc. pilo+.s L,o buy anrl

senci itotne {.o 'u}ieir lrj-ves ,.rn the tr'Jest, Coast. f'or loca.l- consumption, one of

1,hc leadinll bramls vas'I'abu, a l)ana perfumc vitlt a really cloyinl,;, h1q;ni:tic,

musky sme-Ll , that .becittnc iLlerrt,i{'icLi vith sonie o1' t}re l;,':xpoi,s nround L}rr:

base. 11, seerned like tiie ltotter, i,he more hurnicr the r.leather:. tvhy the more

Tabu would be spJ.asirer-i arounii . This r,+as one o1' the...tc srncll Tr:bu Loclav..

irnmecLiat,el,y l'lrings mr: bacjr to floasta..l" PatroI altci Te;<a.s.

To skip arounci a biL...wlten \^rir- ve]-e spea)<ing of the bon.j er patrol ...we were

under- orders to repo:t any unusur:l si.ghting a-long the bonler. lJe flerl the

border just, above tire fetrce., I^/here t,lr.cre was a fence, or r.)own t5e mjcicjle

of 1,he ri-ver, lihere i,hcre was a river. This broughl us into a real intimat,e

know-Lccige of the entj-re }cngth of bhe bord,er. As far as tr r+as corlcerned,
. . 

*o"t^lnte r:est.lng
it vrrrc-'flon: Douglas, Ari::,ona tr: cr:lumbrrs, New l,Iexlco. rf you 1ook at a

map of 1,lie u s;you see bhere's a squarecl off corner there, r,lith no irighways.

It's ::ei.rlly ri vlict, open :race eni-i a1 a pr:etty f'air elevatlon...so bhat you

vantcci to f1y tliat fairj-y car'.1-y in the rlay. You vanted to be back at EI
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Paso, or the other encl of the line, by tuo o'c1ock j.n the a.fternoon if you

cou],d bccause'bherc vas,r. l-ol, r-rf ttri:rmals, i:ttt1 for evr:ry r"i-sing thermal,

thcre r.ras apt to bt: a rl own ilra{'1. Or,tr umlerpower'erl :-tit.'craft in that hot

weather just ciitin'r, perforu. A Fr"anklin !C hor'sepol.ie,r' fit;in:;cu .lOA vas

stretched to its limit bo fLy r'L that, altltude in t,hnt temperature. Toclay

lJe arc ntore kno\{Iedgr:.b}e al;out tiril and we cal-.]- it,lensity a,1 tituor:, and

evel:yone is insti'ucted., but the:'e we just learned by expielence that we'ci

better get off in Lhe cool ol' t,]re mot-ning if ve coul-c-l ) ao() back' before lle

ran cu.l, of a.1r. Of course l,le also...the other entl of thr: line...from going

east from EI Paso, ',re becarne well arcquainted with lvllrfa, anct soutir of M:-i.rfa

to Presiclio, anr) Ojinaga, thr-oug,lt the Big 16v14 countr-y. tJe r;topped on a

privately owned s'Lri.r.r on a grer\rel bar ci orvn there, f i,ltinir it rrras calleci

Johnson's Ranch,..r;toppeu there occasiona,Ily. The granrl canyon of the

ltio G:'aiicie i s or-ii Le im_presslve . We hi:,ve sornr: pi clures uf' lhab . . .1t 1s a

oeep canyon. We ltsual1y voul-d fly about even r+ith tlte rini, its...the count-

ry is ouite vi.l,:i on botit sirres...of Course ti:aL's nold i: National park on

the Unlteci Si;ates side. 1fe wou,l"cr see r:emnan.t,s of stills vhere ve were

t,o1cj. that some of tlie native brush lias gather"ed and rqe vere toltl these vere

vali worlis. There vas a certain sort of r:arnauba va;i that is extrac+ued frorn

some of the native shlubs. -Afld::aising of 6;oats for meat anci angora goaLs

fo:" r.lool was the practice along th.e bcrder. At that time we r^rere not al/are

of a grcat influ:t of wetbacks, or ilJ-cgal- imrnigrants frorn Mexico. Condltions

in tire U S at that time rvere not nll that great, br-rt ue did nol,e all borier

crossings. We'd get lo1,/ enouglt vhcre the terrr,rir-r permittetl in the New Mexico

area to no't,e the licen:;e numbers cf the r.rucks. 1^le got a.cquainted vlth

many of the Me:<icans, the ranchel's r,li:uld:'un cattle and so folth cn both

siies of the l-ir"re. \"Jc kner^r who vas strpposed to be there and r.liro was strange

and duly reportr:ci r:ur sightings. f iras not perscnal,1y aware of vhere ou::
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reports were rl.ebri.efed, and r,rhat became of the reports, but f do knolr there

were many FBI m.gents seattered nl.ong the Mcxtcan bnnlcr'. At Cr:lumbun wes &

prisoner of var camp vhich I vlsited not only by flying over it but by car.

There vere along the border both Italian ancr German pr"isoners of war. The

German prS.sone:"s of war were mostlytaken in lilorth Africa..'they were the

cream of the erop as far as the German rcilitary ls conce::rred. They'vle::e

young men, extremel-y flt, well tenned, They played bashetball, or 1,he

equlvalent and. $occer end.lessly j.n their str;c1',ad.e, out of cj.oors, wearing

shorts. It was l"rrmored- that they spent nost of thclr time attempting to

concelve uo.y$ of escaplng a"nd. getting over in1,o Mexlco. lle vere tol,i, agaln

thls ls only hearsay, tha"b oecasionally they r,rere allovrei1 to do so anci ai

they went lnto lt{exlco, they were fol}owed. by pald. lnformants that kept track

r:f everyone in l4exlco that l:eJ"ped t}:em in any wa.y. Then the FBI and the

M*xtcan authorltl.es r+ouhl plck up $nyone who uj"ded then. The entj"re bortler

wer kept pretty much a cl.ean envlornment a.s f'ar &s llazi synpathLzers. In

El P so tirere nere barracks r^lhere i.;he lte.-Lian pr'1 r:ouer ojl vnr ver"e kepb

lrho vere iclen'ci.fied. of course, vith Pl,I armbanrls on tiieir l-eft arms, *; *o

I recall-, r+lth a Irr{ on the'nack of thelr shirt. The ftaiir.ns Tlele so peac-

abbly inelj,ned. anci so glarl to "be or.it of the r+a.r, that tlrey caused nc tr.oubl-e

for anyone. It r'ras a grLpe among the regr-rl-ar arrly personnel at Blggs Ftelci

and Fort Rllss that, the: ftalla.ns vel'e alva;rs gettlng nipfl'bs on the towr and

bei,ng wLned. ancl ciined- by the loca.l. people of ltallan descent and the Spanish

prr:ple, vhe::eas tl:e base pereonne} haci lt pretty tough.

Orre of the e;cclting thtngs a,bout fj-ying f rom ts1ggs I ield. was the B 2h'c

that fler,,r consbantly frora there...o.ncl seemeri to get into trouble. Icr one

rerrson or other, they would take off to fiy a bombing practicc run in tlie

i{hite Sands Provlng Grounds and the J..arge testing grr:unde that l.ie r:orth

i



of Alpir-re ancl cast of EI Pa.so, , ,.,r"ul"rr)r thnl, i,hey r,rould 1'or one reascn or

other, 1,hey r.ro,.l-i-tl have en1;i-ne i,r'or-tbLc and the piJ-ots r,ir:r'e nob proficiett{,

enough to bring t,hem in. l. ,':crrl.-L orrr: ciay in pa;.'ticr;-ll.r',,;herl l/e were coming

in from ll fl,ii;Lrt, i,.,rrr c rlrsircri irr .I'l-ltncl; vitlt l. tr>1,aJ .l o:;;; L-ril l .Lfr) r vithin

sii;ht, of t,he .l'iel.r.i , r.'ll '',lic r;rr.inLr rrr,r.Y. 'Iltls wrtl: fl'ct, l,y ltt)t"r'crti.r oul ...anrl of

Cour-sc...vhen Hc f-Ier,l ')\'/3:]1 vo r:oulu see the wreckage cJ' l,he ilreviDr-rJly

crashed aircrafl.. Thel'e rtoi"rl.ci bc a little periui of tinre i.rnt,il tirey coul.d.

get out r.nci dlsassenbl-e *;hem an.l iraul them avay. I'i; u:rc rai-hel'ssrrr;r. 0r-rr

sort of flying 1{as so ciiffcrent from tire regu}ar miiitlry t,ira'L ve on13, got

arouno ihe eciges of'Lhe real mi.t.j.1;aly pJ.lotting anci of course. being in the

states we vcl'e oflern exposec 'i.,o i.heir ineptittxre. At Bi'or.rnsvi]]e, sho:*L-l-y

af'ter ve a:':-iveLi, there was {:ii) occasion when L}rrce AT irts f'-Ler"r cver to

Bro.an:;.rill-e from H,'rl-inilen, .1ust il fer,l miles ilway) a.nii nt,bcmi;ter.i to nake

a formation laniring. Ilovr:rre:-: tlie .L::atler sta.l-l,eci i.r:, ol' cilme too cl.r:se Lo

a stn-I-l-, and lrol"h ltis rvinilnen l'nn out; of'fly-irr11 r;1;ecd lr.mi wi1;eri oLr1, t;hc.i"r

ailcreift at thc en.i 6f lhe runllrii.y.

This is unreiatecl, but r r"ecarl on my ferry flight to.ntlantic cit,y, I

stcpped at, l4an1,ec, ldo:'t,h Carrrlinaand lratcheu Lire...the fielci on vhj-ch I

lantied. . .inciciental l'r', we velre abJ-e to geb, of corrrse, air.forcc gits on our.

requisitiorls e1,'er')rwirere vithout anlr problem...ve lvere alvitys we}l treated.

at milit,ary bas,:s.,.rhere we 1'lew. A-t Mant,eo I vatcheil the little Grumman

shipboa:rl fighters shoo1,in6., landings. They used up many, many wing panels.

There was an awful --]-oi, of gl'ouucil-ooping on those narror.t ge&r. f sav tvc of

them grourtctJ-oop in a big c-Loud of du:;t whil-e I uas thele onc afternoon,

ijassj.ng up. And at 1;he other ertrl r.,l'the country aL D6uglar;, the niilltarl'

fielci thcre was bein1l used f,:r' tr,rin engine 1"r'aining.. T'irere vas so many

atrplanes in thr: tri:: that t'e h.r(i a real problern lletting in to get gas,
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filtering our vey thr"or.rgh the i'trs'Lcr- airc::aill. Still anoLher military flying

rememberance ...1-,ire bearuty o1' Lhe }ay at Collrul; Cirrj-sl,i :l.:ere the ltrav-y rvas

shooting lanoings vj.ih the PBY's, one after another:. Just like a. flight of

pelicans, in forrnation, lano ing an-i taking off a.galn, i,.nrl ar4ain...very beau-

tiful. sight. Some of the r-eminiscenccs I have ret,al-er1 hcrc cr:ul<l be restateci

or better staleu try Geor:ge !'el'b, vhc T vou1tl. -l.iire lo r:onlact jn lhe nex"i; fev

veeks in Aohlartil , .Inri }ruce Batesr',.rho f bclleve is in bnsines,s in Benu/lieci-

Inoll,-r areil , anci Altrn 0stervee::, f tirink 1s i-n the Portlantj area...thoee ar"e

some ci'the folhs on base that are probably available. Hol'b l,trarrens clieci

eifl,erbhe war anri his vidov Alice lrlarrens rnalrled Waclc Rowse, uliom ve called

"Soapy" Rovse. ile ha.ri operatect launiirles in civiliirn lii'e. I believe the

llouse's are l:'-ving in ttre Phocn-i.x, Arizona area. I r.ri.l 1 att,cmpt to get thelr

adc.i r"esses r:r-rci. notif;y those hist,o.rians.

There is a r+hole l-ol of in{'orrnalion tiraL cou}cl be letorteu on t}re busiriess

si.lc of flying in uhe CAP. l"Iy sme.li aircraft vas,; a ii5 ]ror.se por,berfielij that

cliclnrt burn very much gas, antl dirint{, earn a ver.y high hour}y rate, but, it

vas profilable to have att r:j,L'planc assiilned lo coastal uatloi c.irrrr,y. ft ug5

profitable enouijh ti-rai, llo-it l,Jrtrrens; rrnrr l,lax Greene organized ein aircraft

compeny that, they called llj.o Grande Aircrr,ift. They r+ouJ-d bpy aircraft ancl

bring"i,hem"Lo basc wher<: they wouJ.d hc. spr'ucecl up er:oui;h to r:ta.nci the patro1s

arrtl clf course, 'bhe;r voul<l lry to see thosr: airir,lanes in the air a.s uruch as

possible. This is a-Ll ltell ancl goocl. So that all parties r^roul-1 be proiec-

terL, thcre \t'as inr;urance coverage on al1 tlre CAP ailc::aft frorn bhe birne they

vere l'equisit,ioneu...or commissioneci,. I should. say, i'ight on thr.ough their

flying careel'. Not to my knorv1ei1.i1e vere t;here any air.craft actua.lly req-

uisitioned. I tliinii t,he Air Fo.rce usecl some of the -1.ar-ger, 'L,win enginecl

ci'rilian aircraft for ot,hcr pur?osies, couri.er ser.vice, ancl so forth, the
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., enrly pert of the var. But t"he CAP pl.anes r.;ers vi:].unt,ee::ily offered" by

their civilian owners tthether or not they coi;lr1 operate them themselves,

they turned them over to the base for operation.
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